	Religious Education @ WBS Year 8 Roadmap

	Subject Aim:
Subject Aim: Year 8 RE seeks to facilitate students learning in 2 key ways; by deepening students understanding of two Abrahamic faiths and by engaging with modern issues that require us to not only act ethically but also understand the reasoning behind our actions. Students will draw upon their previous topics of questioning and key religious figures regularly in order to find success in year 8.



	             TTP                 Autumn Term                         Spring Term                             Summer Term
	Topic 1 Religion and Society


	
	Students will explore the role of religion in modern Britain and consider whether it still has importance in a diverse, multi-faith society.
Students will learn skills such as debate, analysis and evaluation by studying religious experience, worship, prayer, law and different views on religion.
Students leaving this topic will be able to explain the role of religion in society and support their views with reasons and examples.

	
	Topic 2 Sources of Wisdom

	
	Students will explore sacred texts and sources of wisdom from Christianity, Islam and Buddhism, and consider how these guide the beliefs and actions of followers.
Students will learn skills such as interpretation, comparison and evaluation by studying the Bible, the Qur'an and Buddhist teachings.
Students leaving this topic will be able to explain how religious sources of wisdom influence believers and compare different religious teachings and perspectives.

	
	Topic 3 Religion and Ethics

	
	Students will explore what ethics means and how religious beliefs can guide moral decision-making.
Students will learn skills such as debate, comparison and evaluation by studying Abrahamic and Dharmic views, the Trolley Problem, conscience, wealth and poverty.
Students leaving this topic will be able to explain different ethical views and support their own opinions with reasons and examples.

	
	Topic 4: Religion and Politics

	
	Students will explore how religious and political ideas have shaped society through the work of influential thinkers from the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods.
Students will learn skills such as analysis, debate and evaluation by studying key figures including Thomas Hobbes and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and examining their views on power, authority and society.
Students leaving this topic will be able to explain how ideas about religion, government and human rights have influenced the modern world and support their views with reasons and examples.


	Assessment


	Formal Assessment will take place at 3 Key Assessment points.
All Key Assessments will be open book and answer one or two key questions about the topic. Key Assessment will take place in Topic 1, Topic 2 and Topic 3.
All Assessments are long form written tasks supported for each student.


	Homework and Revision


	
Homework is set in accordance with Social Sciences Policy. As such students will be set one piece of homework in each topic and be given two weeks to complete it. Revision for Key Assessments will be in the form of class teachers giving students the question they are answering 2 weeks prior to them sitting the assessment.

	Enrichment themes


	Throughout year 8 students will be enriched in a variety of ways, the chance to debate and discuss moral and spiritual questions and have their view respected forms part of British Values but also SMSC. Teachers facilitate students learning of world religions but also on how the ideas are relevant to our world today.
Spirited Art Competition


	


Students will have the opportunity to take part in the national Spirited Arts competition, creating artwork inspired by religious, spiritual and philosophical themes. This enrichment opportunity encourages creativity, reflection and personal expression while exploring ideas studied throughout the RE curriculum.



	Where Next?
Students will continue in year 9 with deeper studies of world religions and the philosophies behind them. Students will engage with more complex ideas and apply them to difficult concepts such as Good and Evil as well as cultural ideas about our society. 
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