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• Enter as much detail as you can

• Check everything is correct before submitting

• Be sure not to miss anything out

• Spell your name correctly!

• Don’t use a school email address

• Create a sensible email address if you haven’t already got one

Tips for Applicants





• Provide evidence of skills needed for the course

• Prove interest in the subject

• Demonstrate your commitment

• Stand out from the crowd

Why is the Personal Statement Important?



What do Admissions 
Tutors look for?

• Apply in time

• Reference 

• Do they meet the entry requirements?

• Will they be able to cope with the 

academic demands of the course?

• Do they have a genuine interest and 

enthusiasm for the course?



• You can only write one personal statement

• Your personal statement can be a maximum of 4,000 characters or 47 
lines, whichever comes first

• You should always keep a copy of your personal statement

• All applications are processed online

• UCAS has no spelling or grammar check

• UCAS has similarity detection software – make sure all work is your own

• You can’t use bold, underlining or italics

• You apply through UCAS, not to universities directly

Personal Statements: The Facts



• Reasons for choosing the course or subject

• What you enjoy in any related subjects now

• Career goals

• Interests or hobbies

• School or college experience – positions of responsibility

• Work experience and employment

• Skills relevant to the course

• Motivation – Commitment – Enthusiasm

Remember, it is a statement not a story

Personal Statement Checklist



Get Involved

• Keep a note of your 
musical and sporting 
activities

• Consider taking part in 
voluntary activities

• Consider paid work, but remember 
to balance this alongside your 
studies

• Work experience is a good idea, 
particularly if you want to go into 
caring professions

• Make time for extra-
curricular activities, for 
sleeping and having fun! 



How Not to Do it

"I am a keen to study 
Forensic Science as I 
love watching CSI, they 
always figure it out."

"My interest in medicine 
stems from my enjoyment 
of ‘Greys Anatomy’ and 
other related TV series."

"I am very interested in 
Law after watching 
'Suits'."



What can I talk about?

• University taster day or lecture 

• Documentaries 

• Current affairs and news stories 

• Journals and articles

• Higher level texts

• Recent experiences or influences 



• Create a list of ideas before starting 

• Focus on your strengths, not weaknesses

• Produce several drafts

• Ask people for feedback

• Research into the course and University

• Check your punctuation, grammar and spelling

Do



• Use words you don’t understand

• Talk about irrelevant things

• Lie – you may be questioned at interview

• Talk about negatives/weaknesses 

• Leave it too late

• Copy or download a personal statement - UCAS have plagiarism software

Don’t









Key UCAS Facts

• All applications made online

• Maximum of five choices

• Some choice restrictions:
• max 4 choices for Medicine, Veterinary 

Medicine and Dentistry

• Oxford or Cambridge

• ‘Invisibility’

• Equal consideration



Before you receive an offer, you may be asked to complete:

• Interview 

• Admissions test 

• Separate personal statement 

• Monologue or video for drama and theatre arts  

• Admissions essay 

• Portfolio request

Additional Requirements



UCAS – Step by Step

Register 

with UCAS

Apply online 

using UCAS

Universities consider 

application

•Conditional offer 

• Unconditional offer

• Rejection

Make firm/ 

insurance 

Choice



• Most applicants receive a Conditional Offer because they are still completing 
qualifications

• They can be expressed in:
• UCAS tariff points (128 points)

• Grades (ABB in A-Levels)

• Specific Subjects (A in Biology)

• Combination of all (128 points, including an A in Biology)

• Unconditional offers

• Invite to interview/portfolio request

Offers



When all decisions have been received, you can hold a maximum of 2 offers:

• Firm Choice

• Insurance Choice

• All other offers are declined 

UCAS will show your Reply Date

Replying to Offers

FIRM: where you 
really want to go 

INSURANCE: somewhere 

you would be happy to 

go if you don’t get into 

your FIRM choice



UCAS – Step by Step

Register 

with UCAS

Apply online 

using UCAS

Universities consider 

application

•Conditional offer 

• Unconditional offer

• Rejection

Make firm/ 

insurance 

Choice

No offers? 

UCAS Extra



• If you included five choices on your application, have received decisions 
from all five, and weren’t accepted, or if you declined the offers you 
received

• If you did not use all your choices in your initial application, you can just 
add another choice

• If you don’t hold any offers after 5 July, you will be able to add an 
additional choice using Clearing

Who Can Use Extra?



UCAS – Step by Step

Register 

with UCAS

Apply online 

using UCAS

Universities consider 

application

•Conditional offer 

• Unconditional offer

• Rejection

Make firm/ 

insurance 

Choice

No offers? 

UCAS Extra

Exam 

Results

Clearing

Confirmation



• Research both the courses and the universities that interest you, including a visit

• Be realistic, in terms of both your skills set and your likely academic attainment

• Discuss your choices with your teachers and family

• Spend time on your Personal Statement (and get someone else to read it each 
time you make a change)

• Use your school holidays wisely to read, research and complete extra-curricular 
activities e.g. volunteering, part-time work, hobbies

• Keep calm!

Summary



Friday 21st June 2024

Saturday 22nd June 2024

Saturday 5th October 2024

Saturday 9th November 2024

Open Days 
Where it begins  



QR code here 

Sign up to hear more from 
us



Thank you! 
Any Questions?
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WBS UCAS TIMELINE 2024-2025

May 2024 onwards

Staff write subject 

references in Unifrog

(PG session 14/5/24)

May 2024 onwards

Students link to staff 

on Unifrog

June 2024 (PD)

Students draft 

Personal 

Statements on 

Unifrog

July 2024 (PD) 

Students get 

logged into UCAS 

Hub (from 

16/5/24)

25/6/24

PRIORITY UCAS 

APPLICATIONS 

Overall References 

BEGIN

Sept 27 2024 

Priority applications 

SCHOOL deadline

Jan 29 2025 All 

other UCAS 

applications 

NATIONAL deadline 

(6pm GMT)

May 2025

Deadline to apply 

for student finance 

for undergraduates

May - June 

2025

A Level exams

Oct 15th 2024

Priority applications 

NATIONAL deadline 

(6pm GMT)

Nov 4th 2024

All other UCAS 

applications SCHOOL 

deadline

August 2025 

A Level Results 

Day



My Application
Registering for an Undergraduate application.



BY THE END OF THE SUMMER TERM 2024…

COMPLETED

} INCOMPLETE



THE WBS POST-16 UCAS PHILOSOPHY

YO


